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Snapshot

 The trumpet’s blown 
pupil

O
n the advice of a neurologist friend (author C P), 
a 42-year-old man was rushed to hospital with a 
fixed dilated pupil (Figure, A). His condition was 

otherwise normal, as were the findings of urgent magnetic 
resonance imaging and angiography of the brain.

By Day 3, his mydriasis had resolved (as did the mystery) 
when the patient asked his “learned” friend how common 
eye injuries with whipper-snippers were. He mentioned, 
in passing, that on the morning of the incident he had cut 
back his beloved Angel’s trumpet (Figure, B) — a member 
of the Solanaceae family, all parts of which are laced with 
anticholinergic alkaloids.

A detailed history, botanical or otherwise, will always 
trump the next best test.
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