
Letters
The excess burden of severe
sepsis in IndigenousAustralian
children: can anything be
done?
IN REPLY: We agree with Schultz’s
comments regarding our article1 that
Indigenous people’s approaches to health
and wellbeing will continue to inform and
expand the biomedical understanding of
severe sepsis and other inequalities in
health that disproportionately affect
Indigenous people. The establishment of
Aboriginal community controlled health
services to holistically advocate for
improved health has made important
progress in this area. Embracing research
that embeds all elements, from the social to
the clinical, in a collaborative, holistic
approach has been effective
internationally.2 We reiterate that
addressing these social determinants of
health will enhance holistic care of
Indigenous children and reduce the excess
burden of sepsis. In the meantime, the
findings of Ostrowski and colleagues3

regarding staphylococcal infections in
Indigenous children remain important as
they identify potentially addressable sepsis
risks with important implications for acute
clinical care, strategies for preventive
medicine, and education within medical
and wider communities.
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